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Joining resources to improve research in organic food and farming  
 
CORE Organic is a new European initiative to enhance quality, relevance and resource 
utilisation in organic food and farming research. The initiative comprises 11 European 
countries supported by the EU-commission  
 
Research in organic food and farming is a new, but rapidly expanding discipline on the European 
research scene. Organic production is often seen as a possibility for gaining knowledge on how to unite 
interests in a sustainable development of agriculture, the environment, and the rural districts with 
improved food safety and quality. In this perspective, research is essential.  
 
One of the problems faced by authorities seeking to initiate research programmes in organic food and 
farming, is that the present research effort is characterised by small research communities; often 
scattered and fragmented both geographically and institutionally. Thus there is a need for gathering the 
dispersed expertise and for increasing the quality and relevance of the research.  
 
To meet this challenge, a new transnational partnership "CORE Organic" is to gather a critical mass 
and through coordination and collaboration to enhance quality, relevance and utilisation of resources in 
European research in organic food and farming.  
 
CORE Organic is initiated as a part of the European Commissions ERA-NET Scheme, which intend 
to step up cooperation between national research activities. The new initiative comprises 11 countries 
but is open to include all EU countries with a national research programme for research in organic 
food and farming.  
 
The activities of CORE Organic will include coordination and evaluation of existing research, 
integration of knowledge and information, and identification and coordination of future research. 
Further information about the project can be found at www.core-organic.org. 
 
By the end of the project, it is the ambition to have established a joint research programme of at least 3 
million € per year. Annually, the combined spending on organic research activities in the 11 countries is 
presently app. 60 million EURO. 



 
Editorial notes 
 
The full title of the project is "Coordination of European Transnational Research in Organic Food and 
Farming". The project acronym is CORE Organic and the project reference is CA-011716-CORE-
ORGANIC 
 
A project website has been set up at the Internet address: http://www.core-organic.org 
 
The project duration is 36 months starting from 1 October, 2004. The project is funded by the ERA-
NET Scheme with €1,2 million.  
 
Further information about the ERA-NET Scheme can be found at 
http://www.cordis.lu/coordination/home.html 
 
 
Further information about the project can be obtained from the coordinator or from the relevant 
national partner (please look at the table on the next page). 
 
Coordinator 
Dr Erik Steen Kristensen, Danish Research Centre for Organic Farming (DARCOF) 
Research Centre Foulum, DK-8830 Tjele 
Phone: +45 8999 1675, fax: +45 8999 1673 
E-mail: ErikSteen.Kristensen@agrsci.dk  
Website: http://www.darcof.dk/ 
 
Ms Margrethe Balling Høstgaard, International Projects Manager  
Phone: +45 89 99 16 46, mobile: +45 40 14 78 85, fax: +45 89 99 16 64 
E-mail: Margrethe.Hostgaard@agrsci.dk 
 



 
 

National contact persons Country Partner institution 
Governing Board Management Board 

Denmark Danish Institute of Agricultural 
Sciences/ Danish Research Centre 
for Organic Farming (DARCOF) 

Morten Lautrup Larsen,  
DFFAB 

Claus Bo Andreasen, 
DARCOF 

Switzerland Swiss Federal Office for Agriculture 
(FOAG) 

Urs Gantner Urs Niggli, FiBL 

Germany Federal Ministry of Consumer 
Protection, Food and Agriculture 
(BMVEL) 

Elisabeth Bünder Stefan Lange, BLE 

United 
Kingdom 

Department for Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs (Defra) 
 

Peter Costigan Peter Costigan 

Finland Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
(MMM) 

Markku Jävenpää Arja Nykänen, MTT 

Austria Federal Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry, Environment and Water 
Management (BMLFUW) 

Elfriede Fuhrmann Anita Silmbrod 

Sweden Swedish Research Council for 
Environment, Agricultural Science 
and Spatial Planning (Formas) 

Hans-Örjan Nohrstedt Ulrika Geber, SLU 

Norway The Research Council of Norway  
(RCN) 

Kristin Danielsen Ragnar Eltun, NCRI 

The 
Netherlands 

Ministry of Agriculture, Nature 
Management and Fisheries 
(MinLNV) 

Janneke A. Hoekstra To be appointed 

Italy Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
(MiPAF) 

Serenella Puliga Stefano Canali, ISNP 

France Ministry of Agriculture  (MAAPAR) 
 

Hervé Bossuat Bertil Sylvander, INRA

 
 


